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BY MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu
One in every 88 children has been 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.
 The number has drastically spiked in 
recent years, and some are even describing 
it as an epidemic, said Camille Brandt, the 
graduate coordinator for special education. 
The Minnesota Board of Teaching 
recently approved MSUM’s proposal for 
an Autism Spectrum Disorder teaching 
license. MSUM is only the second school 
in the state of Minnesota approved to offer 
the license. 
Brandt and Debra Pullen, early 
childhood special education specialist, 
worked together to create course syllabi, 
the current autism certificate and make 
sure existing classes meet the standards for 
an autism license in Minnesota. 
Brandt and Pullen share a passion for 
autism education and felt that the ASD 
license was a necessary program for the 
school. 
“The Minnesota Board of 
Teaching, administrators and many special 
educators, including myself, have felt for 
some time that there was a need for 
licensed teachers in the area of autism,” 
Pullen said. “Other disability categories 
have a specific teaching license that 
qualifies someone to teach in that area.” 
MSUM already offers an autism 
certificate. When the ASD license program 
was announced, Brandt had a head start 
by already having strong classes in place. 
She referred to the Council for Exceptional 
MSUM adds Autism Spectrum Disorder license 
BY APRIL KNUTSON 
knutsonap@mnstate.edu
The Academic Realignment Task 
Force refined the proposed models 
for a new educational structure. 
Last week, the Academic Task 
Force held three open forums to 
present their progress. 
“When we first started the 
realignment, it was a more of a 
practical issue, figuring out 
where online education fits in our 
educational structure,” Provost 
Anne Blackhurst said.  “Now the 
realignment has become more about 
our strategic aim for the future.” 
The strategic planning committee 
started meeting frequently about a 
month ago to form the university’s 
goals for the future. The strategic 
planning committee includes 
alumni, faculty, students and 
members from MSUM’s planning 
and budgeting committee. The 
strategic planning committee is 
asking questions like:
• What should our goals be for the 
next five years?
• What are the steps we need to 
take to reach these goals?
• What are things going be like 
in the year 2032 for the university?
“We believe things are going to 
change very rapidly. We want to 
figure out the steps we need to take 
to achieve our goals to continue to 
be a competitive university,”  said 
Tim Borchers, dean of the college 
of arts and humanities. 
At the open forums last week, the 
task force presented two models. 
Both models work toward 
distributing faculty and students 
evenly within the colleges. 
“Truth is that right now, we are 
working with very constrained 
resources,” Blackhurst said. “It is 
just trade-off between having an 
interesting structure and unequal 
work loads. Hopefully,  the new 
structure  would new attract students 
to the university creating more 
resources. Then we could ensure 
that the load is equal throughout the 
departments.”
Incorporated in these models are 
centers. These centers are meant to 
encourage interdisciplinary work to 
tackle important issues. 
“These centers are a way for the 
faculty to keep their home in their 
department but also provides a place 
for progressive things to happen, 
creating new partnerships between 
departments,” said Denise Gorsline, 
dean of the university college.
In the current models, these 
centers are placed under certain 
colleges. 
“We placed the centers under 
certain colleges, so they would 
be less likely to be marginalized. 
The deans could make sure people 
knew about the opportunities at the 
center,” Blackhurst said. 
The task force is considering 
placing these centers outside the 
traditional education structure.  A 
current interdisciplinary project 
developed a new minor for business 
students. 
“Right now, we are creating a 
minor called ‘Doing business in 
China,’ which requires students 
to take courses across colleges,” 
Blackhurst said. 
The task force seeks to create 
a more interesting group of 
graduates for employers and 
make the university competitive 
and distinctive.
“By completing the 
realignment, the structure will 
be more future-focused than the 
smorgasbord of colleges we have 
BY KRISTIN MILLER
millerkr@mnstate.edu
MSUM English professor Kevin 
Zepper’s poem, “Ghost Writing,” 
was selected as editor’s choice in 
the 2012 edition of “The Talking 
Stick,” a literary publication based 
out of Park Rapids.
“The poem is imaginative; the 
poet did something with a subject 
that I would not have thought of 
doing,” Talking Stick editor Sharon 
Harris said in her editor’s note. 
“In this poem, we see spectral ink, 
otherworldly words appearing, free-
floating ideas, all actually coming 
from ghosts as words manifest 
on any stray piece of paper. Very 
clever.”
“The Talking Stick” features 
authors who live in or have 
connections to Minnesota. 
Printed yearly since 1995, the 
creative arts journal is published 
by the Jackpine Writers’ Bloc, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
encouraging local literary artists.
“There’s a thriving arts community 
that is fresh and exciting,” Zepper 
said about the growing interest in 
fine arts in rural areas, “It’s very 
grass roots.”
Z e p p e r , 
who has 
spent most 
of his life 
in the area, 
w o u l d n ’ t 
c l a s s i f y 
himself as 
a regional 
writer but 
says he’s always been drawn to this 
part of the country. He enjoys the 
slower and easier pace of life.
While he has written short 
fiction and prose poetry, he feels 
Kevin Zepper
POETRY, BACK PAGE
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Professor 
shares 
passion for 
poetry
Realignment planning focuses on future goals
The Academic Realignment Task Force held three open forums last week to share the propsed models for a new educational structure at MSUM.
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The Advocate is published weekly during the 
academic year, except during final examination 
and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college administration, 
faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor. 
They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone 
number, year in school or occupation and any 
affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m. Friday 
and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 
or emailed to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The 
Advocate reserves the right to edit letters and 
refuse publication of letters omitting requested 
information. It does not guarantee the publica-
tion of any letter. 
“Does anyone else want a duckling? There’s 
a minimum order of four, after 16 there is a 
service charge.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by 
Minnesota State University Moorhead students 
and is printed by Davon Press, West Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2012, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented 
writers, photographers, columnists and illustra-
tors. Meetings are held at 11 a.m. every Friday 
in The Advocate office, CMU 110. 
Contact the editor for more information or come 
to the staff meetings. 
Kristi Monson, adviser
Jasmine Maki, editor
Meredith Wathne, assistant editor
Jessica Fleming, photo editor
April Knutson, opinion editor
Becki DeGeest, A&E editor
Sarah Tyre, features editor
Collin Boyles, sports editor
Megan Havig, online editor
Kayla Van Eps, copy editor
Maureen McMullen, copy editor
Andrew Thomason, ad and distribution manager
Dang Pham, business manager
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Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg Lemke
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
MSUM BriefsWorld News
Safety Tip of the Week
The Advocate is looking for:
Sports Editor
• Keep up-to-date on Dragon Athletics
• Write one sports story a week
• Assign sports stories
• Design sports pages each week using InDesign
A&E Editor
• Find and assign arts and entertainment stories
• Write one story a week
• Design A&E and briefs pages each week using InDesign
Contact The Advocate at advocate@mnstate.edu.
Application deadline Dec. 7
12.4
12.5
12.6
12.7
12.8
11.21 
911 hang up in the CMU, no 
emergency-misdial.
 
Requested welfare check on 
driver in vehicle on east side of 
Holmquist, gone on arrival.
Burglar alarm in MacLean, 
false alarm, Moorhead Police 
Department notified.
11.23
Motor vehicle accident 
at 11th Street-6th Avenue 
South.  Driver hit a light pole, 
Moorhead Police Department 
responded.
11.24 
Vandalism reported in Science 
Lab.
11.25 
Medical at the Public Safety 
Building, ambulance responded 
but did not transport.
 
Theft reported in Center for 
the Arts, Moorhead Police 
Department contacted.
11.26 
Suspicious person reported in 
South Snarr, gone on arrival.
 
Marijuana odor investigation 
in Nelson.  One individual 
cited by Moorhead Police 
Department for possession 
of alcohol and possession of 
drug paraphernalia, referred to 
Campus Judicial.
11.27 
Fire Alarm in the Library, due 
to construction dust, Moorhead 
Fire Department responded.
 
Hit and  Run crash reported in 
M-5 Parking Lot, Moorhead 
Police Department contacted.
11.28 
Possible check cashing scam 
reported to Public Safety.
 
Theft reported at the Wellness 
Center.
 
Panic Alarm activation in 
Owens, false- mechanical.
 
Marijuana odor complaint 
in John Neumaier, unable to 
detect.
11.29 
Fire Alarm in Flora Frick, 
false-mechanical, Moorhead 
Fire Department responded.
Marijuana odor complaint in 
Dahl, unable to locate source.
Being Safe On the Street
• When going out at night, walk with a friend or in a group 
whenever possible. 
• Stick to well-lit streets and use routes that you are familiar 
with. 
• Have 911 on speed-dial on your cell phone. 
• Call a friend and let them know where you are headed and 
when you plan to arrive. 
• Be aware of your surroundings and remember that using a 
cell phone while walking can distract you from noticing what is 
going on around you. 
• If you think you are being followed, call the police, Public 
Safety or a friend, let them know where you are and what is 
going on and then stay on the line with them until they get to you 
or you reach a safe place.
Celebrate Korea night at MSUM
The MSUM Korean club, along 
with MSUM’s TaeKwonDo club 
will be hosting their annual Korea 
Night event At 7 p.m. Friday in the 
CMU.
This year, audiences can expect 
a relaxing night from studying with 
Korean music, dance and culture. 
The first part of the night will 
featuring educational and game 
booths. Afterwards, there will be 
performances from the clubs.
The event is free and there will 
also be free Korean-based food. 
So, take a break from your studying 
with a night of Korean culture.
Media artist/music professor 
screens his new works
Henry Gwiazda, music professor 
and new media artist, will screen five 
new works, “Reaching for Beauty,” 
“Deciding When,” “Getting the 
Unattainable,” “Boredom” and 
“What it is Acting Human” at 7:30 
p.m. today in Glasrud Auditorium. 
His recent works are part of a larger 
series entitled “Crossings on the 
verge.” 
 Gwiazda’s works are regularly 
screened in festivals and galleries 
throughout the world including New 
York, Paris, Rome, Madrid Cairo, 
Amsterdam, Damascus, Berlin, 
Athens and many more. 
The works are completely digital, 
feature urban environments and 
have a zen-like quality to them, 
Gwiazda said, noting that even 
though they do not tell stories, they 
are not abstract.
In November, his work was 
shown at VideoBardo in Buenos 
Aires, the International MultiMedia 
Arts Festival in Yangon, Myanmar 
(Burma) and Collage at 100, 
Thompson Gallery in Weston, 
Mass. His work can be seen on 
Vimeo and acquired at Innova 
Recordings.
For more information about the 
event, call Gwiazda at 218.477.4608 
or email him at henrygwiazda@
cableone.net.
MSUM student film selected as 
finalist in national competition
A film by MSUM majors in the 
cinema arts and digital technologies 
department is one of 15 finalists for 
the 2012 National Film Challenge. 
The student group that made the 
film, Cinethusiasts, competed with 
103 other filmmaking groups. 
The MSUM film will advance to 
a second round of judging, which 
determines the Grand Prize Winner. 
The 15 films in the finals will soon 
appear on the NFC website for 
Audience Award voting (www.
filmchallenge.org).
CADT professor Tom Brandau 
noted that this is the first year a team 
from MSUM made the finals. 
Students present sociology 
projects
Students of SOC 210: Social 
Problems will be presenting their 
sociological projects from 3 p.m. 
to 4:15 p.m. today and Thursday in 
Lommen 203
The projects address social 
problems that impact MSUM and 
the local area. The students have 
investigated the social causes, 
provided theoretical analyses and 
developed solutions for each issue. 
MSUM briefs are from Dragon 
Digest and submitted to 
advocate@mnstate.edu.
Geithner: GOP will cave on 
fiscal cliff
Obama’s top fiscal-cliff 
negotiator is feeling confident. 
Treasury Secretary Tim 
Geithner said on Sunday that 
John Boehner and his House 
cohort will eventually give in to 
the president’s demand to raise 
taxes on the wealthy as part 
of a deal. “There’s not going 
to be an agreement without 
rates heading up,” Geithner 
asserted on CNN’s State of the 
Union. Boehner, on a separate 
program, balked. “When you 
go and increase rates,” he said, 
“you make it more difficult for 
our economy to grow.” And the 
clock ticks on.
Abbas given hero’s welcome
It’s time for Palestinians to 
unite, Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas said 
Sunday. People crammed in 
at a rally in Ramallah, where 
Abbas spoke after returning 
from a successful trip to the 
United Nations, which gave 
“nonmember observer state” 
status to the authority. The 
change puts the Palestinians on 
the same footing as the Vatican 
in the eyes of the international 
organization. The most 
important divide facing Abbas 
lies between his own Fatah 
party, based in the West Bank, 
and Hamas, which controls the 
Gaza Strip. Abbas said Sunday 
that he thinks the two factions 
can “achieve reconciliation.”
Friend: Belcher had 
‘memory loss’
Linebacker Jovan Belcher, 
who police say killed his 
girlfriend before shooting 
himself in the parking lot of 
Kansas City’s Arrowhead 
Stadium, struggled with 
alcohol and prescription-
drug problems, according to a 
friend who spoke with sports 
website Deadspin. The player 
was “dazed and was suffering 
from short-term memory loss,” 
the friend said of Belcher 
after a mid-November game 
against the Bengals. Belcher 
and his girlfriend were both 
“very young,” the friend told 
Deadspin, and the promising 
NFL player had gotten into the 
habit of drinking “on a nightly 
basis.”
Warplanes strike Syrian 
rebels
Violence rocked Syria 
Sunday as rebels in Damascus 
and its surrounding suburbs 
were struck by warplanes and 
artillery while a car bomb in 
central Syria killed at least 15 
people. Discord in Damascus 
has risen to its most dangerous 
level since rebels took hold of 
several neighborhoods and were 
subsequently pushed out by the 
government in July. Rebels 
have had a strong-presence 
in Damascus suburbs since 
protests against Assad began in 
2011, but, lately, the army has 
launched an offensive to take 
back the area surrounding the 
capital.
World news from dailybeast.com
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. - Betsy 
Saurdiff recycled mitten 
sale, CMU
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Blood 
Drive, CMU room 205
11:30 p.m.  - 2 p.m. - 
Student election voting, 
CMU
7:30 p.m - Gwiazda 
faculty recital, Glasrud 
auditorium 
10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. - 
Stress Out Day, CMU 
11:30 p.m. - 2 p.m. - 
Student election voting, 
CMU
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. - Korea 
night, CMU Ballroom.
8 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Fencing 
tournament, Nemzek 208
2 p.m. - 3 p.m. - Season 
of Light Planetarium 
show
2 p.m. - 3 p.m. - Season 
of Light Planetarium 
show
A & E
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ZAPPA PLAYS 
ZAPPA
An evening with
Thursday, Dec. 6
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • All Ages
LISA
LAMPANELII
Friday, Jan. 11, 2013
Fargo Theatre
7 & 10 Shows • Mature
ALL TIME LOW
& YELLOWCARD
w/ Fireworks
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013
The Venue @ The Hub
6pm Doors • All Ages
UMPHREY’S 
MCGEE
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013
The Venue @ The Hub
6pm Doors • All Ages
Tickets for all shows are available at                      (located at 300 Broadway; open 
Monday-Friday 12-6PM), by phone (866) 300-8300 & online at:
DEUCE/NEW MEDICINE • Friday, Dec. 7 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
SOULFLY • Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2013 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
THAT 1 GUY • Saturday, Apr. 13, 2013 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
HAIRBALL
A Celebration of Bombtastic Arena Rock!
Friday, Dec. 28 at The Venue @ The Hub
8:30pm • Ages 21+
TRACY 
MORGAN
  Excuse My French
Saturday, Mar. 23 at the Fargo Theatre
7pm • Mature Audiences
ONSALE DEC. 7 
@ 12 NOON
BY BECKI DEGEEST
degeestre@mnstate.edu
The Gypsy-jazz band Hot Club of 
San Francisco gave a convocation to 
MSUM students, sharing knowledge 
of the genre, tips and guitar on Nov. 
30. They also performed Dec. 1 at 
Gaede stage, almost selling out in 
pre-ticket sales. 
The band is based in San Francisco 
and travels all around the world 
putting on Gypsy-jazz shows. The 
players include: leader and guitarist 
Paul Mehling, bassist Clint Baker, 
guitarist Isabelle Fontaine, violinist 
Evan Price, rhythm guitarist Jeff 
Magidson and bassist Sam Rocha. 
What does Gypsy music mean to 
you?
Mehling: My father was a record 
collector, so I grew up listening 
to traditional jazz like Louis 
Armstrong, and he had some records 
by Django Reinhardt, who invented 
the genre of Gypsy-jazz. And when 
I heard that it was like, what is that? 
And I just fell in love with it. It’s 
almost impossible to describe that 
feeling of falling in love. It was like 
getting hit by lightning. 
Price: I grew up in a house where 
early jazz was really appreciated, 
and I started playing violin when I 
was eight, so my parents introduced 
me to Stephane Grappelli and 
records of the Hot Club of France 
music because they knew that I 
would understand it on the jazz level 
and that I would understand it on the 
violin level too. So then I heard the 
violinist improvise so virtuosically 
that it kind of blew my mind. 
Fontaine: I didn’t grow up in a 
household full of jazz and all of 
that stuff, but I grew up in France. 
I’ve went through jazz as a singer. 
I started singing and picking up the 
guitar, but Gypsy-jazz in general if 
you look for Gypsy-jazz and French 
jazz, Reinhardt’s the guy to go to. 
How did the Hot Club of San 
Francisco form?
Mehling: I started the band. I’ve 
tried many, many, many times to 
start a band. And I finally did and 
took out an ad in a newspaper, and 
that’s how I met Jeff, who brought in 
his wife Isabelle. When Evan and I 
actually met, he knew about me and 
he actually thought that I was going 
to be calling him, because he was 
so famous by playing in the Turtle 
Island String Quartet, but I never 
knew who he was until one day I 
was on a gig where a violin player 
couldn’t make it, and they sent Evan. 
And Evan and I had a “Bromance” 
right from the very beginning. The 
first couple measures of the song we 
just looked at each other and were 
like, “where have you been all my 
life?”
Price: None of that’s true – No, 
it’s true. I grew up listening to 
Stephane Grappelli records playing 
and learning to play early jazz with 
non-string players, I didn’t know 
anybody, really, who played jazz on 
the violin or even a guitar very well. 
It wasn’t until this time in ’98 when 
I met Paul and for the first time I 
thought, finally there is somebody 
out there that wants to play that kind 
of music.
What kind of advice would you 
give someone looking at starting 
a band or getting started in this 
kind of music?
Mehling: Listen a lot. Get inside 
the records, listening and literally 
get inside. I used to play guitar with 
the records and try to match it so 
Gypsy-jazz band entertains, shares advice with students
BY CONOR HOLT
holtco@mnstate.edu
December is the rare season for 
prestige blockbuster films.  This is 
the time for films that (hopefully) 
will be big hits among both 
audiences and critics, not only 
making big at the box-office but 
also at the Academy Awards. 
The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey (Dec.14)
With the first of Peter Jackson’s 
trilogy of Hobbit films, one can only 
hope Jackson recreates the magic 
and sweep of his masterful Lord of 
the Rings trilogy.  Ian McKellen and 
Andy Serkis are back as Gandalf 
and Gollum, along with a cast of 
Middle-Earth newcomers, including 
Sherlock’s Martin Freeman as Bilbo 
Baggins.  It’s been nine long years 
since “The Return of the King,” but 
it’s finally here. And if advance buzz 
from New Zealand is any indication, 
Jackson has done it again.
Zero Dark Thirty (Dec. 21)
From the creators of “The Hurt 
Locker,” comes this real-life thriller 
about the hunt for Osama Bin Laden. 
Despite the fact everyone knows 
the ending, the film has been kept 
on the very-down-low, with critic 
screenings just happening in the last 
few weeks.  This film may not have 
the same buzz as other films, but 
early reports herald an intelligent, 
gripping thriller, with a great lead 
performance from “The Tree of 
Life’s” Jessica Chastain.  Kathryn 
Bigelow was the first woman to win 
the Oscar for Best Director, in 2009 
“The Hurt Locker.” Will she also be 
the first woman to win twice?
Django Unchained (Dec. 28)
Another mysterious contender, 
but with a serious amount of 
buzz, Quentin Tarantino’s 
latest post-modern historical 
epic looks to be the “coolest” 
film of the holiday season.  A 
violent thriller/comedy/epic 
about a freed slave teaming up 
with a German bounty hunter 
to rescue his wife sounds just 
crazy enough for a Tarantino 
film and the cast, especially 
Leonardo DiCaprio as a 
gleefully evil slave owner, look 
terrific. “Inglourious Basterds” 
managed to pull off eight 
Oscar nominations, but will 
“Django Unchained” be a little 
too radical for the Academy to 
swallow?
December films look promising
Submitted photoHot Club San Francisco performed at MSUM on Dec. 1
perfectly that I thought that I was in 
the record.
Price: Find musicians that are better 
than you to play with. 
Mehling: A lot of young people 
start their own bands with other 
people their own age, and they sort 
of co- each other’s good and bad 
habits, and it’s not a learning thing. 
They learn from each other and 
grind each other’s rough edges off, 
but they’re not really expanding. In 
my experience, a lot of young bands 
are missing the boat by not playing 
with old guys like us, because we all 
learned by playing with older guys 
and gals and it’s a tutelage. It doesn’t 
happen as much in the classroom as 
it does on the band stand when you 
play with older people. You can’t 
learn from someone who doesn’t 
speak the language fluently. 
What is one artist or band that 
truly inspires you?
Mehling: Django Reinhardt or 
Louis Armstrong
Price: Lester Young
Fontaine: Billie Holiday
Les Miserables (Dec. 28)
The elephant in the room, or 
in this case, the movie theatre 
is “Les Miserables.”  A lavish, 
big-budget adaptation of the 
legendary Broadway show, with a 
star-studded cast including Hugh 
Jackman and Anne Hathaway, this 
could very well step in and sweep 
the Oscars.  Then again, a musical 
hasn’t won Best Picture since 2002 
with “Chicago” (“Dreamgirls” and 
“Nine” tried and failed).  Oscar 
buzz seems to be leaning towards 
the political thriller “Argo” and 
the historical drama “Lincoln,” but 
don’t count director Tom Hooper 
out just yet.  He won two years ago 
for “The King’s Speech,” and he 
might just do it again.
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Visit www.gliks.com to 
find your nearest location
or to shop online
To provide 
hope for people 
in need.
You only need one reason 
to donate plasma.
My one reason?
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide a valid 
photo I.D., proof of your current address and your Social Security or 
immigration card to donate. Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a difference for patients and 
help you earn extra money. As a new donor, you can earn up to $85 this week.
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700
BY SARAH TYRE
tyresa@mnstate.edu
Minnesota State Paralegal 
Association Moorhead is 
teaming up with the Rape and 
Abuse Crisis Center of Fargo-
Moorhead for their 10th annual 
Toy Drive at MSUM. The drive 
runs from Dec. 3 to Dec. 6. 
Donation boxes will be located 
in the CMU, library and on 
both floors of the Center for 
Business. 
Contributions will be used to 
supply the toy drive, held at the 
RACC on Dec. 15.  Families 
in need will be able to go to 
the RACC and “shop” for free 
Christmas presents. 
“The Rape and Abuse Crisis 
Center is a place for men, 
women and families to go when 
they need a safe shelter.” said 
Chelsea Haskins, president of 
MSPAM.
“I remember when my mom 
left my dad, and we had to 
leave in the middle of the 
night,” Haskins said. “All we 
got was a bag, there was no 
room for toys. I’m sure some of 
these kids went through similar 
situations. These families are 
starting from nothing. We’re 
really helping them,” 
Anyone can donate toys. 
MSPAM encourages students 
and faculty members to bring 
new or gently used non-violent 
toys. It is also important to keep 
in mind all ages of children 
when considering what to 
donate. 
“It’s really easy to buy toys 
for babies, but it’s the older 
kids, between nine and 12 that 
sometimes wind up being left 
out. Gift cards are easy to give 
to older kids. Chapter books 
and games work really well 
also,” Haskins said. 
Past MSUM toy drives 
have been a success. Many 
families have benefitted from 
contributions made by the 
MSUM community. 
“With the help from donated 
gifts in 2011, we were able to 
provide a Christmas for over 40 
families who otherwise would 
have not been able to provide a 
Christmas,” said Nancy Boyle, 
volunteer coordinator of the 
RACC.
The amount of donations 
collected in 2011 was enough to 
fill a car. This year, MSPAM’s 
goal is to have at least two 
cars full. They plan to do this 
by utilizing all advertising 
methods available. 
MSPAM members hope 
that their efforts will go even 
farther than supplying families 
with toys. Members feel that 
the RACC is a staple to the 
community, and they hope that 
this toy drive also helps spread 
knowledge about the center. 
“Abuse is an issue 
everywhere. This helps get the 
word out about the Rape and 
Abuse Crisis Center as well,” 
said Sarah Tolbert, MSPAM 
secretary. “Maybe through 
this, we can show people who 
need help where to go. Maybe 
it can even branch out to other 
communities through word of 
mouth.”
MSPAM members decided to 
initiate this drive ten years ago 
because they felt the RACC 
was a strong organization. The 
RACC provides a shelter that 
families feel safe in, as well as 
food and counseling.
This year is the first year 
that cardboard boxes will be 
used. Previously, the donation 
boxes have been made out of 
paper. Rigels Appliance store 
of Moorhead donated the 
cardboard boxes this year.
“The people at Rigels were 
very helpful. I went to them 
and said the boxes need to 
be big enough for me to fit 
in. Then the guy working 
lead me to their plethora of 
boxes,” Haskins said.  MSPAM 
members hope that the bigger 
boxes will help increase the 
number of donations they 
receive this year.
This is one of two charitable 
events MSPAM takes part in 
every year. Members vote on 
what events to take part in. 
The purpose of MSPAM is 
to unite paralegal students. 
Haskins hopes it serves as a 
good networking opportunity 
for members. 
For more information on 
the toy drive, contact Chelsea 
Haskins at  haskinsch@
mnstate.edu.
To contact the Rape and Abuse 
Crisis Center Fargo-Moorhead, 
go to raccfm.com.
 If you or someone you 
care about has been affected 
by personal violence, please 
contact the Rape and Abuse 
Crisis Center by phone. If you 
live in the Fargo-Moorhead area, 
call 701.293.7273. If you live in 
Minnesota or North Dakota, call 
1.800.344.7273. All services are 
free of charge and confidential 
as defined by law.
BY BECKI DEGEEST  
degeestre@mnstate.edu
What started as a requirement 
for one student’s internship has 
turned into something much 
bigger and has got a whole 
group of students involved in 
helping a local cause.
Kallie Hensrud, mass 
communications senior, 
received an internship this fall 
with the non-profit organization 
Together We Rise.  Part of her 
internship required her to put 
together a fundraiser to help 
raise money for their program 
and cause. Hensrud, a member 
of Public Relations Student 
Society of America, brought the 
idea of planning a fundraising 
event together for Together We 
Rise, and they agreed to take 
part.
Together We Rise’s vision is 
to improve the lives of foster 
children in America, who often 
find themselves forgotten 
and neglected by the public. 
Hensrud, along with PRSSA, is 
preparing a benefit concert with 
all funds going to  Together We 
Rise for the foster care children 
in the Fargo-Moorhead area. 
“It’s not just some money 
going out to California, which 
is where they are based,” said 
Hensrud. “We can keep the 
money local for our kids here, 
which is what I really liked 
about it.”
PRSSA, in conjunction 
with Together We Rise will be 
putting on a benefit concert and 
silent auction in the basement 
of the VFW off Broadway at 
9:30 p.m. Saturday. The bands 
performing are Harbor Hills, of 
Grand Forks, and 3rd and Main, 
of Fargo. During the concert, 
there will be a silent auction 
with winners announced after 
the concert.
The original goal Hensrud 
and PRSSA set for fundraising 
was $500, but it was met by 
donations from the community 
and through their fundraising 
website a month before the 
event began, so they changed 
their goal to $1000, encouraging 
the group to keep fundraising 
to get an even higher outcome.
“If we raise over $1200, all 
the foster care children in the 
area, 10 and under, will get a 
suitcase, which is what the 
program is providing.” Hensrud 
said.
The foster care children will 
receive toys, treats and other 
items will be delivered in the 
suitcases and duffel bags.
“I worked at a park program 
last year, and I worked 
with these two boys that 
you could say were ‘under-
privileged,’” Hensrud said. “I 
just remembered they would 
actually come to our park with 
only stuff in garbage bags or 
grocery bags, which to me, I 
don’t even think about that. 
Growing up you just had 
backpacks. That didn’t even 
occur to me that could be an 
issue, so that is kind of my 
motivation behind this.” 
For more information about 
Together We Rise and how you 
can donate,  visit togetherwerise.
org. For more information 
about the Benefit Concert event 
and Silent Auction Saturday, 
contact Kallie Henrsud at 
kalliehensrud@gmail.com.
Student organizes benefit concert, silent auction
Toy Drive makes Christmas possible for families 
Kallie Hensrud.
Chelsea Haskins
Gift wrapped donation boxes are located in the CMU, library, and both 
floors of the Center for Business. 
Silent auction, benef it 
concert
Dec. 8 @ 9:30 p.m. – 1 a.m. 
Harbor Hills and 3rd and Main
$5 cover 21+ 
Basement of the VFW off 
Broadway
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingja@mnstate.edu
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BY EMILY DIEKEN
diekenem@mnstate.edu
For college students with costly 
social plans like eating out and 
shopping, it can be challenging to 
live on a small budget. 
Saving money by cutting out 
coupons or skipping going out 
can help with this, but there is 
one solution that can easily save 
you money: packing a lunch.
Buying a meal-deal lunch at 
the Dragon Stop or at the Union 
Cafe, like soup, sandwich and a 
soda, or a bowl of pasta with a 
soda, costs, on average, $5.50. 
This totals $27.50 for only one 
week of school. 
Ben Syltie, a graphic 
communications senior, said that 
the meals aren’t very healthy and 
don’t satisfy his hunger. 
Rachael Goers, a music industry 
senior, agreed with Syltie that she 
does not feel full after eating 
a meal at the Dragon Stop, 
unless she buys a sandwich 
or a wrap.
A packed lunch costs 
about $3. By bringing a 
lunch to school 10 times in 
one month, you can save 
about $25.  
Going out to eat with 
friends at Applebee’s or 
Buffalo Wild Wings costs 
about $8 to $10. The average 
college student goes out to 
eat usually two or three times a 
week, adding up to $16 to $20 
a week.
Adding the cost of lunches and 
going out, students can easily 
spend $45.50 a week.  Now 
imagine saving half of this 
amount every week by bringing 
a lunch to school only 10 times 
a month. 
Saving approximately $300 a 
year could make a difference. 
For most college students, this is 
a month’s rent or about 7.5 tanks 
of gas.
The savings can be expanded 
more if the money saved from 
packing a lunch was invested in 
a savings bond, stocks or savings 
account. 
How to start:
Packing a lunch involves 
planning and a little bit of 
strategy. If 10 lunches a month 
doesn’t sound too hard, think 
about which days are more 
convenient to bring a lunch.  This 
is important in regard to the time 
needed to pack and eat. 
If a microwave is needed, this 
can take extra time. Know ahead 
of time where microwaves are 
available. MacLean Hall and 
the Center for Arts are just two 
buildings that have one.
Next, start planning what 
would make a good lunch.  This 
depends on what a typical lunch 
consists of for you. 
Start stocking up on some 
staple items needed for packing, 
like snack or quart plastic bags 
and plastic containers.
What to Pack:
A few essential items include 
napkins, ice pack, utensils and an 
extra snack.
When preparing a meal, ensure 
that you have the main course, 
a side of vegetable or fruit, a 
beverage and a snack or two. 
The biggest excuse for not 
bringing a packed lunch is most 
likely, “I just don’t have time.” 
There are many ways to save time 
when planning a meal.
When you do have time to 
cook a meal, make extra. Staples 
like hamburger or chicken breast, 
potatoes and vegetables are 
versatile.  They can be reheated 
easily and can be made into 
another dish such as hot dish or 
stir-fry.
If your mornings are pressed 
for time, divide your lunch into 
plastic containers or plastic bags 
the night before and leave them 
in the fridge. You can even pack 
them in the lunch bag and put the 
whole bag in the fridge.
Restaurant leftovers are another 
easy way to make a meal. If you 
can make two meals out of one 
$8 meal, then you are still saving 
money.
One way not to cheat is to ask 
for a take-out container when 
ordering.  This will help to ensure 
two meals of equal portions.
Beverage:
Many college students can be 
seen with a reusable water bottle in 
the side pocket of their backpacks. 
Drinking water is the least 
expensive and most convenient 
beverage. Multiple water fountains 
are accessible for refilling your 
water bottle.  A reusable water 
bottle is also beneficial to the 
environment.
Other easy beverages to bring 
along can be juice bottles or 
flavored water. Soda in cans 
sometimes becomes fizzy or 
explodes if shaken too much during 
travels. There is always the option 
of buying a beverage, but it can be 
pricey.
Another idea is to bring along 
flavor packets to use in a water 
bottle. Options include lemonade, 
tea, vitamin, sports beverages, 
sugar-free and even coffee or 
hot chocolate. Adding flavor to 
water saves money and provides a 
healthy alternative to soda.
How to pack a lunch:
Certain kinds of meals can 
become soggy or not taste the 
same later in the day. Salads and 
sandwiches are two main examples. 
Do not put the dressing on top of 
salads when packing. Instead, put 
it in a separate container.  Any type 
of sauces can cause other food to 
become mushy. 
Stacking inside the lunch bag is 
an important aspect so contents or 
other containers don’t slide around 
too much or fall out of the bag. Try 
putting the larger containers on the 
bottom and the ice pack on top.  It 
helps if you are able to cover the 
ice pack with another item to keep 
it cold throughout the day.
Ideas for what to bring:
Greta Pierce, graphic 
communications sophomore, 
prefers to bring frozen foods that 
can be easily reheated like Hot 
Pockets, pizza rolls or a sandwich. 
She said they are easy to bring 
along because she doesn’t have 
enough time to make meals ahead.
Pierce has an on-campus job 
and brings lunch about two times a 
week. The other days of the week, 
she is able to go home over a long 
lunch hour.  Going home to make a 
meal is another great option.
There are many websites that 
give meal ideas for packing a lunch. 
Pinterest is an excellent website 
to start from, and it recommends 
many different sites. 
Friends who pack their own 
lunch are another reliable source 
for fresh ideas. Remember, don’t 
hesitate to open up a cookbook and 
make extra.
Save money: Pack a lunch
Packing a lunch just a few times a week can increase savings greatly.
               EMILY DIEKEN• diekenem@mnstate.edu
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Advocate Editorial Board
The opinions expressed 
in The Advocate are not 
necessarily those of the college 
administration, faculty or student 
body. The Advocate encourages 
letters to the editor and any 
submissions. They should be 
typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, 
phone number, year in school or 
occupation and any affliations. 
Letters are due by 5 p.m. Friday 
and can be sent to MSUM Box 
130, dropped off in The Advocate 
office or emailed to  
advocate@mnstate.edu.
I’m a late bloomer. 
Like a plant, we all grow at our 
own pace. We find interest at different 
times; some know what they want to 
do the minute they pick it up. The 
politician runs for class president 
in 3rd-grade and the musician 
starts pounding on the drums at 
the age of three. 
Others, like me, have an 
affinity for numerous subjects, 
equally. Nothing sticks out too 
much, we like sports, school and 
the theatre. Particularly, we like 
the social aspect of it all. We like to 
talk to others, we like to know what 
everything is about, what others are 
about, why they do what they do; but 
that is hardly a life ambition. I don’t 
think  there are any openings in the 
Hilton family for a new, hip socialite. 
As we grow, we are supposed to 
continue to push ourselves to some 
lofty but foggy goal either set out 
before us by our parents or teachers.
My journey was no different than 
the rest. I’ll be the first to admit, 
my enrollment at MSUM happened 
more by chance than a well-
thoughtout, future-focused decision. I 
happened upon MSUM at one of our 
high school’s endless college fairs. 
MSUM’s main attraction primarly 
being that it resides far, far away from 
home. With some family members 
already living in Fargo-Moorhead 
area, I decided that MSUM would be 
the college for me. 
When I arrived here, if you can 
believe it, I was timid and a bit shy. 
Small high schools give a taste of 
everything, but they don’t push the 
individual to a specific and beloved 
niche. Like many students, my 
freshmen and sophomore years were 
swept away in the frenzied array of 
being free from the parents’ watchful 
eye. All of sudden, junior year hit and 
it’s go time. 
The rest of your life started 
yesterday and you kid, have missed 
the mark. 
 Which brings me to the present, 
my last few semesters in college, and 
I’m finally digging; digging because 
destiny is something that has to be 
mined. 
Recently, I heard some great advice 
in one my classes:  
“Hijack your school’s resources in 
order to achieve your goals.”  
Each school has these resources, like 
exciting clubs, student newspapers 
and leaderships position. However, 
it requires work in 
order utilize these 
opportunities. 
Take advantage of 
these few encouraging 
words as we all barrel, 
head-first, toward 
finals week; don’t be 
scared of what is truly 
important to you. Don’t be afraid if 
it is still being carved out, or if this, 
the college experience, hasn’t exactly 
panned out as planned. 
Life blooms, as you do. 
BY APRIL KNUTSON
knutsonap@mnstate.edu
 • walkerhe@mnstate.eduHEATHER WALKER
 Sowing your seeds at school 
 “Which brings me to the present, my 
last few semesters in college, and I’m 
finally digging; digging because destiny 
is something that has to be mined.”
“BREAKING A BAD ADDICTION” 
 • colemanza@mnstate.edu “FANBOYS” ZACK COLEMAN 
It’s that time of year again. The 
holiday season is upon us, and we are 
constantly reminded of giving, sharing 
and helping those less fortunate. 
Think for a minute. What’s on your 
Christmas list this year? What’s the 
best present you have ever gotten? 
Then think about those who don’t get 
to celebrate Christmas. With the state 
of our economy, the unemployment 
rate has hit record highs in recent 
years, leaving many stricken with 
poverty and homelessness. 
Our compassionate race should 
become more aware of the very real 
sadness that resides in our country.
There are many opportunities to help 
out year round, but the holiday season 
seems to be a popular time and really 
gets people in the spirit. 
This year you can lend that helping 
hand right here on campus. Both a toy 
drive and cell phone drive are taking 
place. A non-perishable food donation 
box can be found under the Christmas 
tree in the mass communications 
lounge. Also, keep your eye out for 
small donation jars around campus 
raising money for local homeless 
shelters.
If you have old toys, an old cell 
phone or a couple extra cans of soup 
that you can go without, take the 10 
extra minutes and drop them off at 
their respective locations. Donating 
your time, even just a couple hours 
one afternoon, at one of the local soup 
kitchens or homeless centers can be 
the best gift you give this year. 
Remember to give 
of time, energy or 
resources 
Sports
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$200 North Face Jacket 
Grand Prize!
The Final Stretch
 - Free Massages
 - Smoothies
 - Prizes
 - And much more!
wellnesscenter
Russell and Ann Gerdin
December 12th
5-8pm
Stop by the Wellness Center on Study Day
Participate in activities to win prizes!
*must be present to win
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
The MSUM Dragons’ 
wrestling team has had a busy 
week. Hosting Jamestown 
College in dual competition and 
the Dragon open, the team had 
success at both events.
On Nov. 28, the team beat 
Jamestown College 41-0, 
winning all their matches. 
“We wrestled really well 
(against Jamestown),”  Head 
Coach Kris Nelson said. 
“Anytime you can get a shutout 
is good, and it was a really fun 
night.”
The Dragons improved to 2-0 
in dual competition this year.
The Dragons hosted the eighth 
annual Dragon Open Dec. 1. 
Eighteen teams and more than 
250 wrestlers competed in the 
open. The tournament was 
divided into two separate 
divisions, with freshmen and 
sophomores in the white, or 
lower division, and juniors 
and seniors in the red, or 
upper division.
The Dragons had one first 
place finisher, Austin Leibel, 
winning the 133-pound weight 
class in the lower division. 
This was the first 
tournament for some of the 
wrestlers and Nelson thought 
the team wrestled “OK” in the 
tournament. 
“We wrestled OK, we let 
some matches get away,” 
Nelson said. “Our consistency 
wasn’t there today, we have 
BY LEWIS GRANT
grantle@mnstate.edu
As a scrawny 6-foot-4 freshman 
on the Clear Creek Amana (Iowa) 
High School basketball team, Alex 
Novak  displayed great potential 
early  on.
Now, Novak is a senior starting 
center for the Dragons men’s 
basketball team and possesses the 
same work ethic and perserverence 
he showed in high school. Standing 
at 6 feet 8 inches he’s still proving 
the dedication he’s had since those 
days back in that high school gym.
Steve Ottoson, head basketball 
coach at Clear Creek Amana High 
School, said that even back then, 
Novak’s potential was limitless. 
“His work ethic was next to 
none...from the end of his freshman 
year. I knew we had something 
special,” Ottoson said. 
Novak went on to have an 
outstanding high school career 
receiving 10 athletic letters in track 
and field, football and basketball, 
and making the second team All-
State his senior year. He holds 
school records with 1,135 career 
points, 702 career rebounds and 
263 career blocks.
With his footprint firmly 
imprinted at the high school level, 
the Iowa big man moved to the 
next level taking his career to 
MSUM 
“As a player, I was probably a 
high Division II, maybe low to 
mid-major Division I player, and 
the best scholarship offers came 
through from Division II,” Novak 
said. 
He liked the potential the 
Dragons  had to offer, and the size of 
Fargo-Moorhead and decided it 
was the place for him.
He wasted no time. Retaining 
that same work ethic, the big man 
enforced his presence from the 
get-go at MSUM while smashing 
the single season shot-blocking 
record his freshman year with 69 
swats. He then went on to break 
the school’s career blocked shots 
record, tallying 122 mid-way 
through his sophomore campaign. 
“Around 8th-grade I really 
started blocking some shots,” 
Novak said. 
Managing to block shots while 
retaining rebounding position is 
something Novak has perfected 
as he has led the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference in 
rebound and blocked shots for two 
consecutive years.
Novak now heads into his final 
year at MSUM, still anchoring the 
Dragons’ front court and looking 
to take them to another conference 
tournament, ultimately working 
their way to another NCAA 
tournament. The NSIC is divided 
into two regions this season with 
the Dragons seemingly being one 
of the teams to beat.
As far as after his collegiate 
basketball career, Novak will 
pursue his degree and interests in 
bio-technology and bio-chemistry, 
attending graduate or medical 
school. 
Novak sees the potential and 
talent of his teammates, and said he 
plans on “taking care of business” 
this year. His individual goals for 
the season include “doing the dirty 
work” and ending his basketball 
career on a good note. 
The Dragons are 5-1 on the 
season and are on the road to face 
NSIC new comer Minot State 
University (N.D.), on Dec. 7.
With the talent and leadership 
of Novak this season, the Dragon 
men’s basketball program has a 
good chance to “take care of 
business.”
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Novak: ‘taking care of business’
Shutout moves Dragon wrestling to 2-0
Dragon Open Results
Upper Division
141 - Angel Vega 5th place
149 - Casey Williams 5th place
157 - Jake Bennett 5th place
HWT - Gerad Fugleberg 6th place
Lower Division
125 - Mitch Dunlap 3rd place
133 - Austin Libel 1st place
133 - Issac Novacek 4th place 
141 - Steven Levine 3rd place
157 - Josh Halicke 5th place
174 - Jesse Punchochar 2nd place
184 - Lucas Moderow 3rd place
TAYLOR PARKER • parkerta@mnstate.eduPhillippe Walker competes in the Dragon Open on Dec. 1. 
some things to work on in 
practice this week.”
With a busy week behind the 
team, the Dragons have a week 
off from competition before 
getting back on the mat against 
Augsburg College.
“They’re the number one 
team in Division III right now 
so we need to have a solid 
week of practice,” Nelson said. 
“There are some things we need 
to work on before the dual.”
Nelson said that as the season 
moves along, the team needs 
to be able to compete on a 
consistent basis in both duals 
and tournaments.
“We have the motivation to 
do well in duals but are a little 
inconsistent in tournaments,” 
Nelson said, “We need to be 
more consistent.”
The team is in action on Dec. 
11 against Augsburg College. 
The dual starts at 7 p.m. 
Alex Novak puts up a jumper against Valley City State University on Nov. 27. 
“... from the end of his freshman year I knew we had 
something special.” - Steve Ottoson
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Children when writing the classes 
for the autism certificate. 
“I really wanted to focus each 
course around best practice 
according to the literature,” Brandt 
said. 
The Minnesota Board of Teaching 
developed a set of standards to 
be met in order for a school to 
be approved for the ASD license 
program. When MSUM initially 
submitted their proposal, they had 
it returned with only four standards 
not being met, which Brandt was 
pleased with. 
“It was amazing,” Brandt said.
MSUM tweaked the syllabi in the 
autism certificate and looked at each 
class to make sure all the lessons hit 
the mark for the standards required. 
The proposal was resubmitted and 
approved, and MSUM became 
the second school in Minnesota to 
offer an ASD license at a graduate 
level, behind the University of St. 
Thomas (Minn.). 
“I’m very excited to have an 
autism licensure program at 
MSUM,” Pullen said. “I’ve worked 
with children and adults with autism 
for many years and have seen how 
the field is constantly changing.”
There are six courses in the 
ASD license program. The 
courses provide an overview of 
ASD, instructional strategies, 
communication and social skills 
instruction, behavior modification 
and early childhood special 
education. Students are also 
required to complete six credits of 
field experience, two in each of the 
areas: elementary, middle and high 
school. 
Pullen not only helped develop 
the program but also teaches one of 
the courses, SpEd 534 Instructional 
Strategies for Learners with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. The course is 
offered online. 
In spring 2013, a portion of 
the classes will be offered for the 
program, but it will fully launch in 
summer 2013. 
Brandt has created brochures 
and other collateral materials to 
send out to schools in Minnesota 
to help raise awareness of the new 
program. Because the Minnesota 
Board of Teaching wants to have 
specific teachers highly trained to 
work with autism in place in each 
school district by 2015, several 
teachers may have to go back to 
school to receive their ASD license. 
If there are special education 
teachers that do not have the ASD 
license but have attended autism 
workshops and conferences, the 
state will allow the teachers to 
submit the documentation from 
the events to check if they have 
met any of the standards. This can 
lessen the course load for those 
in the program. The state will 
also substitute positive reviews 
on previous teaching for field 
experience, if it meets the standards. 
The MSUM ASD program is 
also partnering with Lakes Country 
Cooperative to plan seminars for 
those teachers that don’t yet meet 
the standards but don’t necessarily 
need to take any classes. 
Not only is this license up-and-
coming for those already in the 
teaching field, but also for those 
that are still in their undergraduate 
degree contemplating what to do 
next.
“It is anticipated that many 
special education teachers will 
retire in the next few years, and 
there will be an even greater need 
for more teachers in all special 
education areas,” Pullen said.
ASD LICENSE, FROM FRONT
connected to prose poetry.
“That form just clicked,” he said. 
“That’s what I knew I could do and do 
well.”
Zepper admits that writing does come 
with its challenges, though.
“You start writing and something 
you didn’t expect shows up,” he said. 
“It can be a good or painful surprise. 
Things come up, and that can be the 
scariest part.”
Zepper passes his experience on by 
teaching poetry at MSUM. While it 
wasn’t the path he originally chose, he 
said he can’t see himself doing anything 
else.
For his students, who sometimes 
struggle with reading and writing poetry, 
he suggests they begin by looking for 
types of poetry that speak to them. 
“There’s a certain level of exposure (to 
poetry) that we all have,” he said. 
Whether through music, nursery 
rhymes or in other places, Zepper said 
it only becomes a challenge for students 
when it’s classified as poetry.
For aspiring writers or poets, Zepper 
offers a word of advice.
“Read. Read everything,” he said. 
“And make the time to write every 
day. Give yourself permission to write 
badly; if you don’t do that, you’re not 
going to write.”
POETRY, FROM FRONT
now,” Borchers said.
Feedback from departments is due 
to the task force today. Then, the  task 
force will meet with the strategic 
planning committee on Dec. 5 to discuss 
feedback on the models while ensuring 
these models reflect the university’s 
strategy for the future. Both committees 
will forward their recommendations to 
President Edna Szymanski on Dec. 7. 
“We are a regional college serving 
a broad range of students,” Blackhurst 
said. “I am confident that one of 
these models will serve the students 
effectively.”
In the spring semester, the academic 
task force and the strategic planning 
committee will meet to discuss their 
recommendations further.
REALIGNMENT, FROM FRONT
Online exclusive: News
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BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu 
The MSUM Economics Society 
is holding its annual cell phone 
drive for the Rape and Abuse Crisis 
Center.
The club is once again working 
with Soroptimists International 
of Moorhead to collect working 
and non-working cell phones and 
accessories for victims of rape and 
abuse. Soroptimists International 
will program the working cell 
phones to dial 911 and pass them on 
to the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center. 
The non-working cell phones will 
be recycled.
“It’s a cause that we feel is very 
important,” said T.J. Hansen, co-
adviser of the club. 
Many are unaware of the 
prevalence of rape and abuse, and 
we want to bring the issue to life, 
she said.
Hansen said college campuses 
are a great place to collect cell 
phones because college-aged 
people go through phones more 
quickly than others; and therefore, 
have more unused cell phones lying 
around.
“We end up being a big piece of 
the puzzle,” she said.
Soroptimists International valued 
the cell phones collected last year at 
about $1,500, with each cell phone 
being valued at about $40. 
It was a really successful year last 
year, said Rachel Hettich, secretary 
of the club. “We hope to collect 
even more this year.”
Students, faculty and staff are 
encouraged to drop off their old cell 
phones in one of the five collection 
bins placed throughout campus. 
There’s one in the library, Science 
Lab, Women’s Center, Economics 
department and Center for Business.
Hettich said they set up the 
boxes before winter break, hoping 
students would be reminded to grab 
their old cell phones when they go 
home for the holidays.
Economics Society holds cell phone drive for victims
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.eduStudent clubs raise money by selling a variety of artwork including ceramic work, photography and fine art prints in the Center for the Arts last week.
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
The MSUM Economics Society encourages students to donate old, unused cell 
phones to help those in need.
BY CEYMIONE HERBERT
herbertce@mnstate.edu
Shopping online is quick and 
convenient, but it can also be 
dangerous. Here are four steps to 
shop online safely.
Step 1: Use a personal 
computer
It is safer to enter credit card 
information on a private computer 
than a public computer. Tablets 
and other Wi-Fi enabled devices 
work as well. 
If you don’t own a computer, 
campus computers can be safe if 
you take certain precautions. Never 
give your username or password 
to anyone. Log out every time you 
are done with the computer. You 
won’t have to worry about viruses 
or downloaded content because 
the computer erases everything 
once you’ve logged out.
This is convenient for students 
who pay their school bills online 
because there have been no reports 
at MSUM of students getting their 
personal information stolen, said 
Carolyn Zehren, scholarship and 
financial aid director. 
“Our system has not been 
breached,” she said.
Zehren works with many 
students who require financial 
aid and knows the importance of 
having a secure system. 
“There was an issue at the 
University of Minnesota where 
there was a breach of security, but 
they were able to recover,” Zehren 
said. 
She suggests that students pay 
their bills online because “it’s 
immediate,” and “paying online is 
more efficient.”
Websites may all appear to 
be safe. However, a closer look 
shows a distinct difference 
between websites that are safe and 
websites that are not safe. First and 
foremost, trust your gut feeling. 
If you suspect your information 
is being compromised, stop what 
you are doing, and explore the 
website further.
Step 2: Examine the URL
Two important things must be 
present in a secure URL. The first 
is a Hypertext Transfer Protocol 
Secure or “https” at the beginning 
of the URL. Notice the “s” at 
the end. This is much different 
from the more common “http” 
seen at the beginning of a web 
address. An https is used to make 
purchases and other transactions 
online secure. The https tells the 
computer to turn your info into 
a special code so that no one 
other than the intended company 
or individual can access private 
information. 
The second is a small padlock 
symbol or an unbroken key. This 
will be located at the beginning 
of the URL, behind the https or at 
the bottom right corner of the web 
page. When you click the padlock 
symbol, it should reveal useful 
information about the website 
such as: the number of times you 
have visited the website, whether 
the website is storing your 
information (cookies) and whether 
the website is encrypted to prevent 
easy access to your information.
It is important to make a habit 
of checking the URL for these two 
things before you make a purchase 
or put your personal information 
online.
Step 3: Research the 
company
Look for the privacy policy, 
terms of agreement, FAQs and 
customer reviews.
Always read the privacy policy 
because it is vital to know what 
your information will be used for 
and who it will be shared with. It 
could make the difference between 
getting a package or having 
your identity stolen. The terms 
of agreement are also important 
because it is just like a contract. 
The company makes rules, and 
you agree to follow them in order 
to use the site.
 FAQs are helpful to the shopper 
with a lot of questions. Chances 
are you aren’t the only one who 
has asked. Here you can learn 
about shipping policies, return 
policies and company contact 
information. Customer reviews 
are also useful because people are 
free to give their honest opinions 
about the company and product. 
Compare the amount of positive 
feedback to gauge whether or not 
you’d like to make a purchase. 
This type of system works well for 
sites like eBay because feedback 
is a crucial factor in determining 
the reliability of a seller.
Step 4: Know the privacy 
enforcement seals
A privacy enforcement seal is 
a symbol hosted by a renowned 
security website that is used 
to indicate the authenticity 
and safety of a website. Some 
seals include the TRUSTe seal 
and VeriSign Trusted seal by 
Symantec. These seals are good 
indicators that a site is secure. 
Sam Groff, the I.T. director 
of infrastructure, said that he 
used to work closely with the 
police department, the sheriff’s 
department and several banks in 
downtown Fargo.
“I’ve been part of several 
investigations of identity theft, 
compromised teller machines and 
cell phone theft and cloning,” he 
said.
Groff said it’s important to 
restart the computer after logging 
out and keep a close eye on your 
backpack, checkbook and credit 
cards. Also, be wary of crowded 
areas when shopping online in a 
public place. 
“The most common mistake 
people make is putting their 
personal information on a website 
whose owner is crooked,” Groff 
said. He explained that this was 
commonly done through “mom 
and pop” websites with low 
security.
How people shop will 
undoubtedly change in five 
years. Groff predicts that the vast 
majority of the purchases we 
make will be online.
“Your cell phone is going to 
end up being your wallet,” he 
said.
Keep your identity: Shop online safely
Art sale raises money for student clubs
